Protecting Pregnant Women & Unborn Children

Since 2011, the Ohio Senate has taken more legislative action to defend unborn
children and protect their right to life than at any time since the U.S. Supreme
Court’s landmark abortion ruling in 1973. Five major pro-life bills have been signed
into law during that time, protecting the health and well-being of pregnant women,
ensuring a full exchange of information prior to an abortion procedure and
prohibiting the use of taxpayer funds and facilities for abortion services.

House Bill 59 requires abortion providers to determine whether a fetal heartbeat is
present, to inform the patient that a fetal heartbeat has been detected and to
provide statistical information regarding the probability of bringing the baby to full
term. The law also reduces tax funding eligibility for Planned

Parenthood (considered to be one of the nation’s largest abortion providers),
increases eligibility for community pregnancy centers that provide important
prenatal care, prohibits public hospitals from entering into transfer agreements with
abortion clinics and strengthens abortion clinic regulations.

House Bill 78 bans an abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy unless a doctor
determines the baby cannot survive outside of the womb, the mother’s health
would be seriously impaired or the mother’s life is at risk. Ohio joins five other
states that have passed similar legislation and 39 other states that have some form
of late-term abortion ban.

House Bill 79 prohibits coverage of abortion services under any health insurance
plan established through the federal health care reform law.

House Bill 153 prohibits the coverage of abortion services under any taxpayer-
funded public employee health insurance plan and prohibits abortion services from
being performed in a taxpayer-funded public health facility.

House Bill 63 strengthens the standards used by judges for allowing a minor to have
an abortion without parental
consent. The law requires

judges to evaluate a minor’s “We believe protecting the lives of unborn

understanding of the physical children is a fundamental human rights issue.”
and emotional complications

resulting from terminating a

- Jim Tobin, Catholic Conference of Ohio

pregnancy.
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