Tom Sawyer Committees:
Education — Ranking Member

State Senator Finance — Member
. Finance Subcommittee on Education — Vice Chairman
28th District Public Utilities — Member
State Controlling Board — Member

August 3, 2015

Dear Superintendent Ross,

I am very concerned about the omission of online community schools data from the originally
released community school sponsor ratings. I am requesting the following information to gain
better understanding of how this decision was made and what might be necessary for the
Department of Education (ODE) to comply with sponsor rating requirements as soon as possible.
Below all references to “records” includes but is not limited to emails, memos, letters, notes,
drafts, press releases, website posts, and phone messages.

1. Any records reflecting the decision making process on what would and would not be
included in the most recently released (now retracted) sponsor ratings:

a.
b.
c.

between ODE personnel

between ODE personnel and the Governor’s office or the General Assembly
between ODE personnel and sponsors of community schools, their agents, or
their registered lobbyists

between ODE personnel and any operators of online community schools or their
boards, their agents, or their registered lobbyists

between ODE personnel and ECOT or Ohio Virtual Academy or their boards,
agents, or registered lobbyists

2. Any records which inform individuals or entities other than ODE personnel of the fact
that online schools data were to be excluded from the community school sponsor ratings.
(Who was informed and when were they informed.)

3. Records which document ODE’s preparation and internal guidance for compliance with
the community school sponsor ratings requirements as included in H.B. 555 of the 129"
G.A. Please include records of what steps were taken to make sure the methodology for
evaluating all sponsors is credible, accurate, and compliant,

4. Records which document ODE’s decision to retract the released ratings including
specifically documentation of any communication on that issue between ODE and the
Governor’s office or General Assembly. Please include scheduling or calendar
documents that include meetings or calls between ODE personnel and Governor’s office

Senate Building, Room 049 ¢ 1 Capitol Square * Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: 614-466-7041 ¢ Toll-Free: 1-800-282-0253 ¢ Facsimile: 614-466-4120 ¢ E-Mail: senatorsawyer @ohiosenate.gov

OG@E_}.-\ 7




8.

personnel between June 14, 2015 and July 17, 2015. (Who took part in the decision to
retract the ratings and when did that take place.)

Records which document Mr. Hansen’s decision to resign including any communication
between Mr. Hansen and other ODE personnel, State School Board members, or
Governor’s office personnel and any communication on the matter between ODE
personnel, the State School Board members, or the Governor’s office.

Records which document the initially released (now retracted) ratings and any
simulations of ratings for community school sponsors with the online community school
data included.

Records which document the formula and data used to set the ratings for community
school sponsors and any simulations used to determine the final formula.

All materials distributed or presented to board members at the July 2015 board meeting.

I request that material be delivered via email to bethany.sanders@ohiosenate.gov ideally no later
than August 18, 2015. I would prefer to receive the responsive materials as they become
available rather than wait until the entire response is prepared. If any part of the request is
denied or there are redactions, please provide in writing an explanation, with reference to
appropriate authority, the underlying reason. I would be happy to discuss this request for
purposes or clarification or other questions you may have. For these matters, please contact
Bethany E. Sanders, Minority Legal Counsel at (614) 466-0637 or
bethany.sanders@ohiosenate.gov or in her absence Claire Linkhart, (614) 466-5890,

claire. linkhart@ohiosenate.gov. Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely,

Iy —

Sen. Tom Sawyer
28" District



