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Defense Secretary Leon Panetta
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

March 27, 2012
Dear Secretary Panetta,

| am writing to you today to oppose the proposed cuts to the 179™ Airlift Wing in Mansfield, Ohio. At a
time when we need to look at ways to improve the efficiency of our military while retaining its strength
and flexibility, | do not believe the elimination of the 179" will help to solve our nation’s fiscal challenges
without hampering our national defense.

The elimination of the C-27) program in Mansfield would directly eliminate approximately 800 jobs and
would negatively impact the region’s economy. In Ohio, we can ill afford to lose these jobs at any time,
let alone now. Additionally, from what we know of the proposed reallocation of resources, the
personnel eliminated in Ohio would account for 12% of the nationwide total of cuts, while Ohio
accounts for less than 3% of the total personnel of the Air Force, Air Force Reserve, and Air National
Guard combined.

As this process continues to move forward, it is my sincere hope that this cost effective program can be
continued as a flexible method of supplying our troops engaged in conflicts around the world. |
respectfully request that you and your staff continue to explore any and all alternatives to the proposed
decimation of a highly dedicated and effective national resource in Mansfield.

It is my sincere hope that a better outcome, both for Mansfield and our country, can be found over the
coming weeks and months. My office stands ready and willing to help as you continue to deliberate

these matters and their impact on our great state of Ohio.

Sincerely,

b

Kris Jordan
State Senator, Ohio’s 19™ District

CC: Maj. Gen. Deborah A. Ashenhurst, Members of Ohio’s Congressional Delegation, House Armed
Services Committee Members, Senate Armed Services Committee Members



